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Senior Brienne Reischl’s winter break plans include, “Catching up
with friends and family, applying for grad school programs, wrapping
Christmas presents, reading good books and finishing the Netflix shows I
haven’t been able to watch because of finals.”

NEWS

Education Village plans on hold

Funding for project on pause after Minnesota bonding bill fails to pass

F

unding for Winona State University’s
Education Village is currently stalled after the
Minnesota Legislature failed to pass a bonding
bill.
The university hosted a community meeting on
Nov. 9 to discuss the project’s development as it
awaits more funding.
Education Village is a project by Winona State
and the College of Education to bring all of the
university’s education branches under one facility.
This facility will renovate and enhance Wabasha
Hall and the Cathedral School to create a vast
multi-faceted campus that will allow education
students to interact with K—12 students and get
experience in a school environment, according to
College of Education Dean Tarrell Portman.
“The goal of Education Village is to serve
southeastern Minnesota and the Midwest in
preparing educators to go into the school system
that are prepared for 21st century learning,”
Portman said.
Ron Dempsey, vice president for University
Advancement at Winona State, is in charge of
community outreach for projects like Education
Village. According to Dempsey, the Nov. 9
meeting was one of the first community meetings
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located outside of campus and hopefully the first
of many.
“Winona State is a big player in Winona,”
Dempsey said. “When Winona State does
something, it has permeations throughout the
entire city. So I think if we can get ahead of that,
be up front, hear what people are talking about,
hear what their concerns are, I think that will be a
better thing.”

“There’s nothing about this project
that doesn’t relate to good things
for children in Minnesota... they are
trying to do what’s right in their eyes
for their areas and their education.”
-Tarrell Portman, College of Education dean
The meeting was held at Watkins Manor, which
is located near the future location of the village.
Dempsey said the meeting was held there to

allow some of the most vocal individuals, the
residents of Watkins, to voice their thoughts and
hear new information.
According to Dempsey, these meetings are
integral to the development of Winona State.
The lack of communication between the
university and the public caused the spread of
misinformation, Dempsey said, so these meetings
were formed to provide clarifications.
“(The goal) is to answer questions and fill the
vacuum of information that is created,” Dempsey
said. “We want to make sure it gets filled with
correct information, not hearsay.”
Part of this need to reconnect comes from the
stalled construction of the Education Village
project, Dempsey said, after last year’s bonding
bill failed to pass.
The first phase of production was funded by
a bonding bill in 2014, allotting the university
$5.9 million to begin development. According
to Portman, this money was put primarily into
architectural design, early renovations and
project planning.
Continued on page 3, see Village.
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Village, continued from page 2.
The second phase, Portman said, requires an
additional $25.3 million. This money will go into
the rest of construction, landscaping and faculty
preparation. Second phase funding will come
from the state bonding bill, which covers all
university project funding across Minnesota. The
funding was on the table for the 2016 session, but
according to Portman, a last minute change kept
the bill from being passed.
“They had reached an agreement until three
minutes to midnight when, in the senate, there
was a motion put on the floor to add money for
light rail systems in the Twin Cities,” Portman
said. “That passed, which meant the bills were no
longer in agreement. There was no time to get a
runner from the Senate over to the House.”
According to Dempsey, the state government
has been enthusiastic about the project, with
bipartisan support. While the bill itself can go
back and forth, the project itself has never been a
problem.
“There has been no opposition to education
village as a concept,” Dempsey said. “There was
obviously partisan opposition to the bonding
bill, largely the size and a couple of items in the
bonding bill, but Education Village has not been
one of those items.”
It’s not only about Winona, either. Portman
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said she has heard support from people all over
schoolrooms, STEM classrooms, physical
the state, including in a chance encounter with
labs, architectural artwork, a coffee shop
a teacher in Bemidji, Minn. Not only that, she
and an auditorium. Everything will be built
added, but the legislators she communicated with around education, Portman said, including the
were equally positive.
landscaping itself.
Portman added the City of Winona has also
“If you were a teacher in training, you could
always been a staple of the education community take students out and you could do a lesson on
in Minnesota.
an apple tree,” Portman said. “And you would be
“The Winona community has influenced
under an apple tree.”
education tremendously, from being the first
Portman said she hopes the bill will go back on
home of the National Education Association to
the table in January, but since it is not a bonding
having Theda Gildemeister, who wrote the first
year, there is no guarantee. That said, she added,
Minnesota curriculum which spread across the
she is highly optimistic about the future of the
nation,” Portman said. “I think Winona is an
project and added that even if it does not go
ideal spot for this.”
through this year, she will continue to push for
Portman is in charge of the development of
the project’s creation.
Education Village. She has been working on the
“There’s nothing about this project that doesn’t
project for the last few years, attempting to not
relate to good things for children in Minnesota,”
only bring the department under one roof, but
Portman said. “I have faith in the process, and
also to expand teaching capabilities.
I think that the legislators that I have met and
The project began development in 2011, before talked with are really good people, and they are
Portman joined Winona State. Aside from a full
trying to do what’s right in their eyes for their
renovation of the current buildings, Portman
areas and for education.”
said the project also involves a widespread
design update and new buildings to create a
campus specifically for teaching and community
BY NATHANIEL NELSON
engagement.
news reporter
The new campus will contain playgrounds,
nlnelson13@winona.edu

Have a burning opinion about Education Village or funding? Let us know!

Email a letter to the editor to AMueller12@winona.edu

Winona State hosts active shooter simulation
J

im Parlow, a Winona State University
instructor and retired police officer, led an
active shooter simulation for criminal justice
students on Winona State’s campus to provide
adequate training for the students and give other
members of the university a chance to watch
officers’ decision-making processes.
The simulation, hosted in partnership
with Rochester Community and Technical
College and Winona State, was held Thursday,
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Nov. 17. on the second floor of Minné Hall,
and attendance to observe the process was
encouraged.
According to Parlow, the simulation is used
to train future police officers and occasionally
current officers on active shooter events.
“The unique thing about it is that it’s portable,
and so I knew the value of bringing it over and
offering it up to my students,” Parlow said.
Parlow explained that before this portable

simulator, students in the police operations class
used simulators at Gander Mountain Academy
in Onalaska, Wis., but it eventually became too
expensive.
“We got help from other agencies and the
sociology department,” Parlow said. “But
unfortunately that money has dried up.”
Continued on page 5, see simulation.
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Sheriff, county attorney host forum at Winona State

A

pproximately a dozen Winona State
University students and faculty members
shared safety and post-election concerns within
the Winona area in an open forum Thursday,
Nov. 17.
Winona County Sheriff Ron Ganrude and
Winona County Attorney Karin Sonneman
spoke with and answered questions from faculty
and students in the Purple Rooms of Kryzsko
Commons.
Sonneman expressed her fear about the climate
of the community following the election.
“I am concerned about the very radical shift in
the country,” Sonneman said. “People preaching
hate.”
The forum was co-sponsored by the Winona
State’s KEAP Diversity Resource Center,
Student Leader Council, Winona Human Rights
Commission and the Inclusion and Diversity
Office.

Students and other members of the Winona
there criminally, we’re going to take action.”
community were able to ask questions during of
He added that safety of students is important to
the forum.
him and his officers.
Numerous questions were focused on the safety
“We all need to be concerned about personal
and possible biases students may face if they are
safety,” Ganrude said. “Too many people don’t
of a different ethnicity or identify themselves as a call [911] when they see something suspicious.
member of the LGBTQ community.
Both Ganrude and Sonneman made it clear to
Sonneman said the students’ concerns
students and faculty in the room not to hesitate
are worth investing time in coming up with
to dial 911 if they feel themselves or someone else
constructive solutions.
near them is in danger or they feel uncomfortable
“We need to learn more about the protocols
or violated in any way.
if more incidents of hate come on campus,
“Don’t be afraid to call [911],” Ganrude said. “If
develop communication to work together as a
someone is being racist or sexist, get away from
community,” Sonneman said.
the situation and call the department. They will
Ganrude commented on students’ safety
try to get them.”
complaints regarding persons on Winona State
campus spreading hate, adding that the police
will intervene if anything criminal happens.
BY CHENEY MASON
“People can get arrested for that kind of
news reporter
behavior,” Ganrude said. “If there is something
cmason14@winona.edu

Meet the news staff...
Olivia Volkman-Johnson

Academic & administrative reporter

Cheney Mason

Crime & Security reporter

Nathaniel Nelson
Technology reporter

SECURITY INCIDENTS
1:15 a.m.: Two male
students and one
female student were
found intoxicated in
Morey-Shepard Hall.

12:30 p.m.: A
student in Conway
Hall reported they
were being stalked
on Snapchat.

Nov. 10

Nov. 11

Nov. 13

3:30 a.m.: A
female student
was found
intoxicated in
Sheehan Hall.
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Nov. 15

8:15 p.m.: A
female student
was found
intoxicated in
Lourdes Hall.

Colin Kohrs
Local reporter

Sara Tiradossi

Health & Wellness/Student Senate reporter

The Winonan will
resume printing for
the spring semester
on Jan. 18, 2017.
Thanks for reading!
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Simulation, continued from page 3.

When Rochester Community and Technical College
offered to bring the portable simulator to Winona State
free of charge, Parlow said he was overjoyed about the
training it would provide his students.
“My grin must have been ear to ear,” Parlow said.
Police operations students were required to
participate in the simulator and go through multiple
different simulations.
“This is not only to shoot or don’t shoot, that decision
making process, but it’s also to help you with your
command voice and your verbalization skills,” Parlow
said. “It’s the decision making process of whether you
would defend yourself or try to seek cover.”
Parlow said it was also important to make this
simulation accessible to not only law enforcement
students but all students or faculty in general.
“The purpose of this is to basically share with other
students that are learning more about law enforcement
and how fast that decision has to be made,” Parlow
said. “Whether to use deadly force or maybe become a
victim of deadly force.”
Parlow said he noticed some students walked
away with a new perspective on how fast the officers
participating in the simulator had to make a judgment
and how many other variables are involved.
“Some people’s knowledge of law enforcement is
either what somebody has told them or what they’ve
seen on TV,” Parlow said. “To have them be able to
stand in here and actually have to make that decision to
draw a weapon, to point it, and to pull the trigger is eye
opening and takes a toll on some students.”
Parlow said the people who sat in on the simulator
for even just a 20 to 40 second scenario now have more
knowledge than most people who would be on a jury
deciding if an officer was right in their action or not.
Parlow said, overall, the simulation was successful,
and he is glad to see students outside of the law
enforcement department who came to view the
simulation as well.
This real life or death scenario is beneficial for people
to learn about, Parlow said.
“It’s not a videogame,” Parlow said. “The impact that I
got from students and the faculty that went in and saw
it, everybody overwhelmingly, was thumbs up.”
BY CHENEY MASON
news reporter
cmason14@winona.edu
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THIS WEEK IN WINONA

W
T
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S
M
T
Nov. 30

Dec. 1

Dec. 2

Dec. 3

Dec. 4

Live Music at Ed’s No Name Bar
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Ed’s No Name Bar
252 E. Third Street
Contact: 507-450-1788
Dance Repertory Company: The Nutcracker
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: Saint Mary’s University
Contact: 507-452-4430
www.smumn.edu
Annual Jazz Ensemble Holiday Dance
Time: 7:30 to 10 p.m.
Place: Kryzsko Commons, Student Activity Center Stage
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt
mlenhardt@winona.edu
Messiah Sing-In
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Somsen Hall, Harriet Johnson Auditorium
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt
mlenhardt@winona.com
Holiday Concert for the Hungry
Time: 2 p.m.
Place: Performing Arts Center
Vivian Fusillo Main Stage Theatre
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt, mlenhardt@winona.edu

Good luck on Finals!

Dec. 5

Dec. 6

Light Up Winona
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Place: Lake Park Lodge
Contact: www.cityofwinona.com
Featuring games, snacks, cider, hot chocolate and Santa
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Students respond to politics: a reporter’s view
I

t is undeniable that the current political
atmosphere across the U.S. has been one of
division. Since Donald Trump was voted in as
president-elect, the social climate has been rocky
at best, even close to home.
While the U.S. does not track crime data fast
enough to qualify any alleged surges, during
an interview on “60 Minutes” on Nov. 14,
when questioned about attacks, Trump urged
perpetrators to “stop it.”
In Winona the scene has appeared less violent,
but the climate is very much the same.
On Nov. 15 a community member came to
the Winona State University campus, publicly
sharing his views on political matters. He was
met with many students of differing political
opinions, and the altercation was, albeit peaceful,
hostile at the very least.
In light of this atmosphere, there has been a
need for people of all political affiliations to come
together.
The Winona State KEAP Council, a student
advocacy group and coalition of clubs on
campus, held a sit-in on the campus grounds,
on Nov. 21. This demonstration, organized by
Nasro Abbas and Alexis Salem, was meant to
bring people together and bring visibility to the
division problem in society.
“(We’re here) to bring the campus together in
solidarity to realize that we are all in a stressful
environment, and we all have issues that need to
be tended to,” Salem said.
Abbas described the event as “an effort to bring
the campus community together. To reaffirm
our position on this campus in light of the tense
social climate in our nation.”
Salem added the event aimed to be a proactive
response, rather than a reactive response to a
tense social climate.
“(We want to) make sure everybody knows that
we are together,” Salem said. “We understand that
we all have these struggles and that we will not
tolerate any kind of hate crime to any group.”
Many groups from across campus came to
the sit-in, including Full Spectrum, the Latin
American Student Organization, the Turtle Island
Student Organization, the Women of Color

A student raises the pride flag at Winona State’s sit-in on Monday, Nov. 21.
The sit-in was organized as a constructive response to the current
political climate in the U.S.

Association, Black Students United, Muslim
Students United, the Lutheran Campus Center
and others. Non-affiliated students stopped by to
show support as well as several staff members.
Taylor Weis, a student minister and workshop
leader at the Lutheran Campus Center, said
members of the center have been trying to find
ways to create a more inclusive campus.
“Collectively at the Lutheran Campus Center,
we’ve been talking about ways to stand in
solidarity with other members of our campus and
how we can also just express love and acceptance
in every way we can and provide that for the

PHOTO BY COLIN KOHRS

world during this time,” Weis said.
Weis’ message is one that was echoed by many
other voices at the sit-in.
Right now, one of the best ways to take action
is to fight against the hate, rather than a political
party, and to spread, as Weis said, “love and
acceptance in every way we can.”

BY COLIN KOHRS
news reporter
ckohrs14@winona.edu
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Senior writes, produces and stage manages play
A
ll people have their hobbies, whether they
are reading, playing an instrument or participating in a sport; there is always something
people like to do during their free time. Unfortunately, for college students, it can sometimes
be hard to find time for these hobbies between
homework and part-time jobs. Kort Lindblad, a
senior theatre major and film minor at Winona
State University, is able to turn his hobby into his
work.
For his senior capstone project, Lindblad has
written a play that will be performed as a stage
reading. With Lindblad writing the play and
fellow student and friend Casey Howe directing,
the possibilities are endless. Lindblad had written
plays in the past, but it was not until a few years
ago that his love for it truly increased.
“I took the playwriting class [at Winona State]
with Miles Webber, and before that I had just
written little, tiny bits and pieces of stuff on my
own; nothing fully formed,” Lindblad said. “Then,
in that class, it gave me a chance to do stuff that
was fully thought out and fully structured.”
Lindblad first became interested in theatre in
high school. He began seeing plays at a younger
age, and as the years went on, the more involved
he got in the theatre industry, the more interested
he became.
“What I learned in the playwriting class was,
‘yes, I actually really do like doing this.’ It’s something that I enjoy quite a bit,” Lindblad said.
Even though Lindblad enjoys acting, he mentioned how his true love lies behind-the-scenes.
This brought him to discover the project for his
senior capstone. With each capstone having a different set up than another, the opportunities were
endless. After deciding on a studio show, where a
big part of the capstone involves the producing of
the play, Lindblad found his topic and ran with it.
The play is made up of branching scenes over
a 24-hour period, which brought on the title,
“Morning, Noon & Night.”

Senior student director Casey Howe (left) talks with senior stage manager Kort Lindblad (right)
about a stage direction for the reading of “Morning, Noon & Night.” Lindblad wrote his own
senior capstone project and it will be performed Dec. 2-3.

“It’s not a traditional three-act plot structure.
What really inspired me to do that is how I
noticed that on stage it’s really malleable, you
don’t need a whole lot of detail to express spaces,”
Lindblad said.
Lindblad explained how the play begins in a
radio station, then transitions to people driving
in a car listening to the radio show, and then we
follow a person the car drops off, moving down
the line following different aspects of the world
around them. With a structure like this, Lindblad
was able to make the play visit many locations
with multiple different characters.
“It’s more for comedic relief, with absurd characters in an absurd world,” Howe said.
Howe said how the play has more of a “Monty
Python-esque” feel to it. He said it seems like

TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu

more of a sketch comedy that is not taking itself
too seriously.
“The more I learned about theatre and some of
its unique strengths, I learned that I want to do
a play that utilized those in a fun way,” Lindblad
said.
“Morning, Noon & Night,” however, is not
Lindblad’s writing debut at Winona State. Last
year, Lindblad participated in Winona State’s
annual “24-Hour Theatre,” where a group of
students write, cast, direct and perform a play in
a matter of 24 hours. Lindblad wrote one of the
plays in last year’s “24-Hour Theatre,” with righthand man Howe directing alongside, similar to
“Morning, Noon & Night.”
Continued on page 12, see Capstone.
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Grazing goats guard Garvin

G

arvin Heights has a new set of visitors unlike
any before: goats. The animals belong to the
company Diversity Land Works and are eating
the invasive plants on Garvin Heights.
Neal Mundahl wrote a grant, supported by the
All-University Arboretum and Land Stewardship
Committee, to restore Garvin Heights. The goats
are there to accompany the grant.
“We have contracted with Diversity Land
Works to bring their goats up to the site periodically to eat the invasive plants that are there,”
Mundahl said.
Right now, this is the first time the goats have
been up there, but they will become regular visitors for the next two years.
The goat grazing company has put up electric
fencing to keep the goats in the targeted area.
Then the fencing will be moved to two other
areas after this section is complete.
Mostly, they are focused on the goats eating the
European Buckthorn. The buckthorn starts out as
a shrub, but can grow into a large tree.
“It’s escaped cultivation and its been in the
Winona area for a long time, but it was originally brought in for people to plant as a hedge.
It produces berries that the birds eat and carry
seeds along with. So, the seeds get everywhere as
a result,” Mundahl said.
The plant invades a habitat and dominates
the habitat and displaces everything else. It is a
very aggressive species on how it competes with
many other species of plants and it recreates the
environment to it a more suitable living place for
itself, instead of other plants.
The Conservation Corps of Minnesota and
Iowa cut down a lot of the big buckthorn along
with various other plants but over the summer, it
grew into a bunch of little ones, which are easy to
reach for the goats.
“The landscape arboretum at Winona State
University decided to take the initiative to do
something on a larger scale and that was one of
the obvious choices because Winona State shares
property up at Garvin Heights with the city of
Winona,” Mundahl said. “So, by partnering with
the city, we are able to work on around 40 acres.”

8 - LIFE

Goats devour the invasive plant species that grow on top of Garvin Heights.

They are able to remove the invasive buckthorn
and other species from important habitats, not
the entire area.
“We are trying to remove the buckthorn from
both the savannah habitat and the prairie habitat.
Once when that is under control, then we can
see what plants remain that we can see and what
plants should be there but aren’t,” Mundahl said.
Mundahl also teaches a plant ecology class, and
has had his students doing projects such as documenting tree density and how many buckthorns
are in different locations. We are going to visit
the area when the goats leave to see what damage
they have done,” Mundahl said.
There is also a senior student whose senior capstone project is looking at the goats and the benefits of their grazing to other plants in the area.
When the goats eat all of the invasive plants,
Mundahl and his class will either plant seeds or
replant vegetation to get them back in that environment again. Then it will be a matter of trying
to maintain that habitat once they have got it
back to its normal condition again.

NIKKO ARIES
photographer
naries12@winona.edu

Generally, the goats will eat the plants, bark,
leaves and, in order to actually kill the plant, it
will take an extended period of time. The goats
will visit again in the spring, summer and late
fall.
“This year we just got them started so they are
in their late fall mode. But they will be coming
back to visit the same locations and keep eating
the plants back to hopefully kill the plants that
are there so they won’t return,” Mundahl said.
James Reynolds is co-chair of Winona State’s
Arboretum Committee.
“Additionally, public workshops for landowners
and others who are interested in land restoration
will also be held once the restoration work nears
completion,” Reynolds said.
There are three years’ worth of funding, so the
goats will visit multiple times over the years.
“We are trying to restore the missing plants
once we get the buckthorn under control,”
Mundahl said.
BY MORGHAN LEMMENES
features reporter
mlemmenes16@winona.edu
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Chemistry club continues outreach

A

t Winona State University, student clubs
incorporate different service activities into
their schedules for the year. As a way to give back
to the community and develop their teaching
skills, Winona State’s chemistry club has been
working with different schools around the Winona community and participating in different
outreach activities with the students.
Jonathon Mauser, chemistry professor and faculty advisor for the club organizes activities and
communicates with teachers from these schools.
Earlier in November, the club visited Bluffview
Montessori School.
“So far we have gone to Bluffview Montessori,
which is K—8, and we did an experience with the
seventh and eighth graders,” Mauser said. “We
also have appointments at Cotter High School
and Winona Middle School. It all depends on
when the teachers need us for the lessons.”
The different modules the chemistry club has
available for the younger students can be adapted to students in elementary, middle and high
school science programs.
At Bluffview, the chemistry club worked with
the seventh and eighth graders to learn about
their DNA.
“The ones we did at Bluffview was an experiment with the students, using real scientific
equipment like pipettes and thermal cyclers that

we use to make more copies of DNA,” Mauser
said. “We also used real scientific reagents that
any real lab would use and we had the students
find the sequence of one of their own genes.”

“Not only is it helping the Winona
State community, it also helps the
Winona community by helping
improve the education of younger
students and supporting the teachers
who have limited budgets for
running things like this.”
-Jonathon Mauser, chemistry club faculty advisor
The gene the middle school students studied
is the gene connected to an individual’s ability
to taste bitter foods. Mauser explained how the
ability to taste this bitter compound is correlated
with someone’s enjoyment of food like broccoli
and mustard. If people can taste this compound,
they will not like these foods.
“We had them figure out what kind of taster they were by using test strips that have the
bitter compound on them and they touched
their tongue to the test strip and if they tasted it
strongly, they are a taster and if they do not taste
very much of the bitterness, they are not a taster,”
Mauser said.
After determining if the students were “tasters,”
the chemistry club had the students take cotton
swabs to the inside of their cheeks and collect the
DNA in their saliva. After collecting the DNA,
they were looked at through a process called gel
electrophoresis, which, determined the range of
their tasting abilities.
When the chemistry club finished their work
with the students, their professor concluded the
lesson with a discussion.
According to Mauser, the other modules for the
outreach activities focus on experiments relat-

ed to diversity, forensic science and identifying
genetically modified organisms.
“It depends on what the teacher needs, so we
have five or six different modules we can put out
if we need to,” Mauser said.
Members of the chemistry club include chemistry education majors, and participating in the
outreach activities gives them the opportunity to
work with students before they enter their field.
Mauser also sees the outreach activities as a
great way to work within the community and
help local teachers.
“We want to also be a resource to teachers in
the community,” Mauser said. “Not only is it
helping the Winona State community, it also
helps the Winona community by helping improve the education of younger students and supporting the teachers who have limited budgets
for running things like this.”
As the outreach activities continue, Mauser
hopes to provide other services to local teachers,
like demonstrations, so the teachers can have to
tools to perform the experiments themselves.
“We are hoping to start a lending library of
demonstrations for teachers to come in and get
trained and then check out equipment to do the
demonstrations,” Mauser said. “This gives teachers more flexibility and this would be housed in
the chemistry department.”
Mauser hopes to continue working on the community service aspect of the club as more outreach activities are planned for spring semester.
For Mauser, the chemistry club and the outreach activities provide a new appreciation of
science for the students in the club, and the students being exposed to the experiments for the
first time.
“I really want to make it so my students can’t
really get away from chemistry,” Mauser said.
“You open your eyes and you see it all around
you and it really makes the world a more beautiful place.”

BY ELIZABETH PULANCO
features reporter / copy editor
epulanco12@winona.edu
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Students anticipate upcoming winter break
A

fter unseasonably warm and unpredictable weather,
students are anxious for winter break after finals
week. Bundled up on campus as the temperatures start
to drop, students were asked, “What are your winter
break plans?”

PHOTOS BY NIKKO ARIES
photographer
naries12@winona.edu

“I am going to California Dec. 14 to the 18 to visit my boyfriend
Alex Campbell who lives out there for his job. And then I am also
going on a Carnival cruise from Jan. 1 through the 7.”
- Senior Courtney Wagner
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“Play with my cats and then babysitting.” - Junior Micaela Griffin (left)
“Ice skating, baking cookies, and snowball fights.” - Junior Christopher Humbert (right)

“Oh gosh, I don’t have many plans except working a lot, hanging out
with friends and family, and studying for the TEAS Test.”
- Sophomore Diana Mueller

“I plan on working to save for Spain, reading as much as I can and listening to music in
Spanish.” - Junior Justine Anderson

“Going home to be with family.”
- First-year Zach Higgins (left) and senior
Jack Sackett (right)
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Students assemble solar panels
A

class of elementary education students
combined seven homemade solar panels to
power a small fan. This was an idea they got from
a field trip in October to DreamAcres Farm in
Spring Valley, an off-the-grid organic farm that
uses solar panels to power the entire farm.
“We were studying electricity, and solar panels
were a great way to study some of the properties,”
student Emily Solum said.
Each student in the Winona State University
investigative science I: physical science class assembled their own solar panel. It took seven solar
panels to power one small fan, and there were
two groups total, so the class put their 14 panels
to use by powering a second small fan.
“We assembled it by taking a picture frame,
three panels, which, is where the sun reflects into
them and goes through these wires, silicon absorbs the sunlight and travels through the panels

Lindblad, continued from page 7.
“It was really fun working with [Lindblad],”
Howe said. “We’ve had a bit of a working relationship for a while, either he will write a play
and I’ll direct it, or I will write the play and he
directs it. It’s always fun to discover the different
things that he comes up with.”
Though the production is still finishing up
practices, with the main performances featured
on Dec. 2-3 at 7:30 p.m. in the Performing Art
Center’s Black Box Theatre, this has already been
quite an experience for Lindblad.
“All of this has been fun, but nothing comes
without its challenges,” Lindblad said.
The initial draft of the play was 20 pages, and
Lindblad stated how even though he was urged to
add more, he was not sure if adding more would
help or hurt the play.
“One thing that was really good was actually
the audition process of the show, this was my first
chance to really hear the lines being said,” Lindblad stated. “That really told me a lot about certain parts, this line doesn’t play like you thought
it would, this is fine, tweak this. Listening to the
auditions was a very useful tool.”
Lindblad said one of the scenes actually
changed a lot due to the auditioning process.
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and connects them. Then it travels to the edges
where we have a string, and another string that
connects to the positive and negative sides. One
is connected to the green for negative and to the
red for positive, and then it connects to a voltage
reader and we can read how many volts we have,”
student Bryn Rademaker explained.
Each student brought tools to class, assembling
them at the beginning of the week. On Wednesday of that week, they successfully tested them.
“It was a challenge to put them together, we
had to be very careful with the panels. Other
than that it was the coolest thing that we’ve done
in that class so far. We’ve done circuits and other
activities, but that was the most fun we’ve had in
the class,” Rademaker said.
She said their group had to figure out how to
connect the panels together and that was a challenge, but it was fun to experiment.

“Sometimes we argued a little bit, but once we
figured it out we were all excited and forgot about
what happened,” Rademaker said.
Rademaker went on to say how the sun generates so much power and electricity, and it was
shocking and surprising that “this tiny little
thing” reflects sunlight and can power a fan.
Solum stated how the students learned more
details on how solar panels are made and implemented, as well as how they work.
Each of the students kept their solar panels after the activity. Rademaker wants to experiment
and see if it will charge her cell phone.
“It might not be enough, but it will be fun to
experiment,” Rademaker said.
BY MICHAELA GAFFKE
features writer
mgaffke12@winona.edu

Kort Lindblad stage manages his senior capstone project in the Black Box Theatre of the
Performing Arts Center Monday evening. Lindblad wrote, produced and stage managed his own
work, “Morning, Noon & Night.”

As this senior nears his final months of college,
hopes towards what the future may bring begins
to show. After graduation, Lindblad hopes to go
home to the Twin Cities and land an internship.
Lindblad hopes to be able to write, direct and
possibly film in the future.
“The cast is great, they’re dedicated and it’s a really collaborative process with them. I really like

TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu

hearing their ideas about the play, the scenes and
the characters,” Lindblad said. “The same goes for
[Howe], I trust him completely, he is able to look
at things and what I may have missed.”
ZACH BAILEY
features editor
zsbailey14@winona.edu

LIFE

Nov. 30, 2016

Film in review: “Arrival”

I

honestly can’t remember the last time I enjoyed
a science fiction film as much as I enjoyed “Arrival”. The genre, though one of my favorites, has
been volatile as of late. Hollywood blockbusters
consistently land with an overly digitized whimper and indie flicks continually fail to get big.
However, “Arrival” is different. It’s not just another sci-fi flick, but an introspective masterpiece in
the vein of “2001: A Space Odyssey” and “Moon.”
For a film about aliens, “Arrival” might be the
most human film I’ve seen this year. Beautifully
composed, emotionally complex and surprisingly
poignant, “Arrival” is a current frontrunner for
best film of 2016.
The story involves a linguist (Amy Adams) who
is called by the CIA to help communicate with a
group of aliens who landed in a Montana field.
These aliens, dubbed Heptapods, speak in a nonlinear structure and write in a set of symbols so
complex that one tiny change in the makeup will
change the meaning of the sentence completely.
Using a primarily visual language as the focus of
a film seems odd, but it works perfectly. Visual
metaphors are always more impactful in film,
and crafting an entire story and deeper meaning
through them is a huge accomplishment.
It’s not just that the story is well done, but it’s
unique. It may use the same alien visitor template
that films like “Close Encounters of the Third
Kind” and “Day the Earth Stood Still” used, but
it focuses on themes and elements that are vastly
impactful. This isn’t just a movie about aliens; it’s
a movie about humanity itself. The film capitalizes on themes of xenophobia and disconnected

societies, showing a world that is together only
in its disarray. While there are people who are
working for a peaceful solution, there will always be those who turn to violence first. Playing
with those two groups is what makes the film so
incredibly interesting.
There’s also some real narrative depth here,

quisite, with a soft yellowish hue giving the film
a surrealistic dreamlike vibe. By not overdoing
the visuals one way or the other, director Denis
Villeneuve crafts an immersive locale and setting
that is both comfortable and disturbing.
The most important aspect about the film,
though, is that it uses the art to perfection. The
story develops and unfolds at a bizarre yet approachable pace, with a last minute reveal making earlier scenes become un-definable abstract.
This tiny late-game switch pushes “Arrival” from
a typical sci-fi tale into a genre all its own. It’s
The Winonan’s film reporter rates this film 5/5 stars
surrealism through powerful realism, which may
which starts right from the beginning. While I
seem like a contradiction, but there’s no other
tend to shy away from spoilers, it’s unavoidable
way to define it. But the story, as told in the film,
here. The film begins and ends at the same place, could not be as effective in any other media. The
using the same concept, which allows the Hepta- visuals, the shot structure, the pacing, the reveals,
pods to speak the way they do. Heptapods exist
the interconnectivity - this is exactly what films
outside of time, and they see the present, past
should strive to be.
and future as one and the same. To them, time is
“Arrival” is a masterpiece of science fiction
nonlinear. Now, the film uses that to its advantage filmmaking, and one of the absolute best films of
by creating a story that develops outside of time.
the year. There’s no way around that. Not since
Things are revealed in the future and used in the
“Under The Skin” have I seen a film so interestpresent, the past may not be the past, and the
ingly complex and understated, and by saving the
present is connected to everything. There aren’t a final reveals until the end, the movie takes on a
lot of films that can pull off being self-referential, form all its own. Indie sci-fi might not be a critibut “Arrival” does that in spades.
cal powerhouse yet, but it’s time to shift the focus
Now, let’s delve into the visuals: “Arrival” is
back to the underdogs. 5/5
minimalistic world-building at its finest. The
Heptapods and their ships are simultaneously
understated and beyond weird, which is a massive improvement over the typically overdesigned
BY NATHANIEL NELSON
dumpster fires from the mind of Michael Bay.
features / news reporter
And that’s only the start. The color work is exnlnelson13@winona.edu
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Morghan Lemmenes
General Reporter

Nathaniel Nelson
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Op-ed: My experience at Standing Rock
The battle over the North Dakota Access Pipeline is locked in a stalemate. Many
Native American Nations have rallied to stand directly against its construction,
and have vowed to hold their ground despite orders from the governor to evacuate. Other Americans from all across the country have also made the journey to
stand in solidarity against the pipelines’ construction. Police, assisted by military
hardware and expertise, have taken the high ground by the banks of the Missouri
River. They are protecting pipeline construction sites with around-the-clock vigilance, posting flood lights that are turned on as soon as the sun begins to set. The
front line extends for miles, marked by razor wire and patrolling uniforms next
to parked war machines. Less lethal force such as rubber bullets, beanbag rounds,
concussion grenades, and tear gas canisters have already been used on people that
get too close. The flash point of these confrontations is taking place in Cannon Ball,
North Dakota, and has gained nationwide notoriety for its current conflict.
The protest of the pipeline has consistently been growing and escalating, with
both sides rallying resources to stop the other. I knew that I could never fully understand it unless I saw it for myself. After opening my tent flap to the vast plains
of Standing Rock, North Dakota, I saw a vast settlement of tents trucks, and tepees
stretching out to the horizon. The morning frost glimmered against every blade
of grass, and the scale of the event finally soaked in. Thousands of people braved
the cold and made the trek in order to advocate for this cause, and are preparing
to continue for the long haul if that’s what it takes. The Elder Chiefs emphasized
a peaceful approach, saying that giving into provocation condones the actions
that they are working against. Tensions were highly charged at the front line. In
response, a prayer that involved hundreds of demonstrators was led by one of the
chiefs, and the police announced they would respect the ceremony over a megaphone. At this point, the outcome could go either way. Both sides are determined
to finish their duty, and with winter setting in, the stakes continue to rise.
Kilat Fitzgerald
Winonan Features Reporter
Journalism Major - Theatre Minor
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Winonan Mission:
To inform and empower the campus
and community of Winona State
University.
Inform: to report news and events that
affect the campus and community.
Empower: to provide students
with an outlet for creativity and an
opportunity to learn all aspects of
newspaper operations.

Oops...
In “Son of a bleacher...er - Seating installation in McCown
Gymnasium postponed” on page 10 in the Nov. 16 issue, Nikko
Aries took the photograph, not Taylor Nyman.

Meet the photography staff...
Nikko Aries

Lauren Reuteler

Nicole Girgen

Kendahl Schlueter

Brianna Murphy
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Men’s basketball starts season 3-1 overall

I

n the second game of the season, the Winona
State University men’s basketball team beat intown rival Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota
90-52 on Monday, Nov. 21 for their second game
in the newly-renovated McCown Gymnasium.
Senior Kyle Bauman had a game-high 17 points
and added seven rebounds to lead the Warriors
for the second straight game.
“Kyle had a very productive junior year for us,”
head coach Todd Eisner said. “We are counting
on him to have another season similar, if not
better, than last year. We will need Kyle to be an
important player again for us to have a chance to
be successful.”
Senior Riley Bambenek scored 15 points while
knocking down three 3-pointers. Coach Eisner
expects Bauman and Bambenek to have key roles
in the offense this season.
“I think we have a good one-two scoring combination with Kyle and Riley. Riley has shown
an ability to score all three years he has played at
WSU. We are hopeful that both of these seniors
will have consistently productive senior seasons,”
Eisner said.
The Warriors shot above 55 percent as a team
with six players scoring in double figures. They
also took advantage of their size as they out-rebounded the Cardinals 50 to 25.
Eisner said, “We got a lot of easy baskets near
the rim either in transition or the half court.
When teams get shots in close, your field goal
percentage should be high. So we did a good job
of using our size advantage in a positive way.”
Statistically, the Winona State defense dominated Saint. Mary’s, holding them below 30 percent
shooting and forcing 17 turnovers. The Cardinals’
starters scored 17 points compared to 60 from
the Warrior starters. However, Eisner does not
think the stats are telling the real story.
“We have to improve in all facets on defense
to be as competitive as we want to be in NSIC
games. For our team to have a chance to be
successful we will need to make major improve-

16 - SPORTS

Senior Isaiah Gray outruns multiple players from Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota on
Monday, Nov. 21. The Warriors beat their hometown rival 90-52.

LAUREN SANER
sports editor
lsaner12@winona.edu

ments defensively,” Eisner said.
Kentucky Wesleyan will be a better gauge as to
Sophomore Connor Flack, who missed the
where we are and what we need to improve on.
previous game against University of WisconKWC may be one of the best teams we face all
sin-Stout, came back to score 13 points. He
year.”
scored six points early in the first half to give
The Warriors took third place in the HampWinona a 10-point lead as the Warriors began to ton Inn Thanksgiving Classic after losing to the
separate themselves from the Cardinals.
Kentucky Wesleyan College Panthers 77-61 on
Sophomore Tommy Gathje added 10 points
Friday, Nov. 25, and beating the Carson-Newman
with seven rebounds and senior Isaiah Gray
University Eagles the following day.
scored 11 with three assists for the Warriors.
Junior James Cullen of Saint Mary’s came off the
bench to score 14 points.
Saint Mary’s declared the game an exhibition
match, while Winona State declared it as regular
season game and moved 2-0 on the season.
Continued on page 19, see Men’s basketball.
Eisner said, “This weekend’s tournament at
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Volleyball reaches first NCAA Tournament in history

T

he Winona State University volleyball team
was granted the five seed in the NCAA Tournament after defeating Augustana University in
the first round of the NSIC Tournament in Sioux
Falls, S.D. Three days later, the Warriors fell to
the No. 1 Concordia University St. Paul to exit
the NSIC semifinals.
In the first round, the Warriors met the No. 4
Augustana Vikings. The Warriors had defeated
the Vikings in the previous two regular season
matches and this match would be no different.
Winona State won the match in four sets (20-25,
34-32, 25-19, 25-23).
Augustana came out of the locker room and
took the first set 25-20. After a closely contested
first set, the match became even more deadlocked
as the match was tied at 25 after a kill by junior
Taylor Goar. Neither team pulled ahead until kills
by junior Maria Fruechte and Goar won the set
for the Warriors 34-32.
After an instant classic second set, the Warriors

came out of the locker room with a 5-1 start in
the third set. The lead would not last long as the
Vikings won four consecutive points to tie the
set 5-5. The Warriors would go on to win the set
25-19. Junior McKenna Larsen had 11 assists and
two kills to spark the Warriors.
Winona State was able to take the match victory in the fourth set with a score of 25-23. In this
set, the Warriors actually hit a lower attack percentage than the Vikings, en route to their win.
This four-set victory above a higher seed
propelled the Warriors into the semifinals where
they met No. 1 Concordia Golden Bears.
In their regular season, the Warriors met the
Golden Bears once and were swept 0-3. Unfortunately, this match told the same tale. Winona
State was eliminated from the NSIC Tournament
after losing to Concordia 17-25, 24-25, 20-25.
In the first set, Concordia jumped out to a
quick lead 7-0. Winona State did not take the
lead in this set and lost the first set 17-25. The
Golden Bears held the Warriors to an attack
percentage of just .156 percent, which, was the
lowest attack percentage of the match for Winona
State.
The second set was very tightly contested as the
Golden Bears and Warriors were tied at 12. The
set remained a battle as both teams would be tied
again at 20. Unfortunately, the Golden Bears were
too much for the Warriors and took the second
set 23-25.
The third set was also very close as the teams
were tied again at 15. Once again, the Golden
Bears would be too much for the fifth-seeded
Warriors, as they closed out the match with a
third set victory 20-25.
Warriors’ Larsen out of Octono Falls, Wisc. was
named to the 2016 NSIC Volleyball All-Tourna-

ment Team on Saturday, Nov. 19.
The Warriors were eliminated from the NSIC
Conference Tournament but whether or not their
season was over was in the hands of the NCAA
Division II Volleyball Tournament selection committee.
On Monday night, the selection committee
chose the Winona State Warriors to be the five
seed in the Central Region of the tournament.
This marks the first time in program history
Winona State’s volleyball team is heading to the
NCAA Tournament.
Head coach Joe Getzin said, “It is a very special moment in the history of the program. The
program has been around for a long time and to
finally achieve (tournament berth) speaks volumes for this team.”
Winona State is scheduled to play the University of Minnesota Duluth Bulldogs at the Gangelhoff Center in St. Paul, Minn. on Thursday, Dec.
1 at 5 p.m.
The Warriors have dropped both matches
against the Bulldogs in the regular season.
“We haven’t put our best foot forward when we
have played Duluth. I know that if we play how
we play in other matches, it will be a much better
match than we have showed so far,” Getzin said.
All matches in the Division II NCAA Tournament are broadcasted live on ncaa.com.

JOHN DISALLE
sports reporter
jdisalle15@winona.edu
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Samantha Schierman
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Continued on pageEmma
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Women’s basketball moves winning streak to six
A

fter traveling to Puerto Rico and bringing
home two victories, the Winona State University women’s basketball team is in the midst of
a winning streak.
Ana Wurtz, assistant coach for the team, said,
“The team didn’t start off at their highest level,
which can be a good thing because that means
there is room for improvement.”
The team travelled on Friday, Nov. 18 for two
away games in Quincy, Ill. Friday’s game was
against Maryville University with a final score
of 61-59. Senior Tara Roelofs made the final free
throw to take the lead. Overall, she led the team
with 23 points.
The following day, Winona State played Quincy University in Illinois, bringing home another
victory 70-66. Roelofs and senior Jenny Tuttle
were selected to the All-Tournament team. Roelofs averaged 22 points followed by Tuttle with a
10-point average.
“Road games are challenging so to win by two
and four points was good to know the team can
win against those tough games,” Roelofs said.
Both Tuttle and Roelofs were honored to
receive their awards but stated how, without the
whole team’s effort, it would have not been possible.
After traveling home and having a few days of
rest, the team played against Concordia University Wisconsin on Tuesday, Nov. 22 at home. They
won 68-40 with Roelofs scoring 15 points.
“Overall, we are becoming more cohesive as
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Senior Jenny Tuttle sprints past a Concordia University Wisconsin player on Tuesday, Nov. 22
in Winona State’s eighth game of the season. The Warriors beat the Falcons 68-40.

a group,” Roelofs said. “We are starting to work
really well together and I am happy with how we
have competed this season so far.”
Saturday, Nov. 26 they won against Upper
Iowa University in Winona 78-61. Tuttle scored
the first basket of the game from behind the arc.
Roelofs led the team with 16 points, followed
by Tuttle, junior Hannah McGlone, and senior
Kayla Timmerman with 14 points each. This is a
season high for McGlone.
Wurtz said that she is pleased with the team’s
performance these past couple of weeks. The
team has been on the road a lot lately from
Puerto Rico to Illinois. While road games can be
tough, Wurtz thinks that the road time “helped
bond players and foster a great team chemistry.”
The Warriors pride themselves on their team
effort.
Tuttle said, “The team has not reached their full
potential yet, which makes this season so exciting.”
The team’s philosophy for this year is to have

TAYLOR NYMAN
photographer
tnyman12@winona.edu

strength in numbers.
Wurtz said, “This team is so unique because of
the variety of players. Every single night a new
player is stepping up.”
While the team is doing well, they know that
they can improve during each game. Wurtz said
that every game they have improved by focusing
on the little details. Illinois was tough for the
team, but Wurtz thinks it gave them a lot of work
on.
“The team has a couple things to they need to
improve on, and they are such eat things to fix
that once they do, they will be an even better
team,” Tuttle said.
The team’s next games are home Friday, Dec.
2 and Saturday, Dec. 3. The team will continue
to play games over winter break, both home and
away.
BY SAMANTHA SCHIERMAN
sports reporter
sschierman13@winona.edu
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Women’s rugby advances to Final 4
T

he Winona State University’s women’s rugby
team, the Black Katts, started their season
knowing the challenges ahead. The team had lost
a fair number of seniors last year, so their future
success was held in question.
Last year, the team fought their way to nationals, and returned home ranked second in the
nation. The struggle would be to keep up their
success even with many key players missing.
“Coming into this season, we knew we had
talent. But with the previous graduating class,
it was going to be a challenge to use that talent
in the best positions possible,” head coach Josh
Krzewinski said. “I think we have done pretty
well with that. The returning players have helped
get the newbies acclimated to out culture and
work ethic.”
The Black Katts lived up to expectations, displaying that very talent. On Saturday, Nov. 12, the
women played University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point, beating them 109-5. The new players continued to show their worth.
“We had people who don’t normally step up
step up, which is good to see. It’s really cool to see
younger players step up and have a really good
game. You can see it really click in their head, and
it’s nice because they can make a huge difference
on the field,” junior Megan Wolff said.

Yet, even with such high scoring, Wolff adthis year.
mitted that the team had things they needed to
“We went all the way last year, but unfortunateimprove on before moving to nationals.
ly we lost and took second in the nation, which
“We still have a lot of work to do even though
still isn’t bad. But it was a close game, it was a well
we do lead by a lot,” Wolff said. “We have to work fought game, and we’re here to redeem ourselves,”
as a team, play better defense, work on a lot of
Duhart said.
individual skills as well.”
As the team works through levels of the game,
Senior captain Lanoira Duhart conceded.
they began to see different aspects of play that
“I think it went pretty well. There’s definiteneed improvement.
ly some things we needed to work on after not
“We need to work on our scrums because we
having a game for a couple of weeks. We were a
are ok when we go through our cadence, but
little rusty out there, but we still dominated and I woeful when we do not,” coach Roger Riley said.
think that it went pretty well,” Duhart said.
The Black Katts are advancing to the USA RugAs nationals approach, the team looks to both
by Fall Championship Final 4 in South Carolina.
the rookie talents and the seasoned veterans.
The team will leave Thursday, Dec. 1 to first com“I’m looking for all the vets to step up, because
pete in the semifinal against the U.S. Coast Guard
we have a lot of rookies on our team. So we need Academy, taking place Dec. 3-4.
the vets to step up and guide our rookies,” Duhart
“If we play fundamental rugby, retain possaid.
session of the ball, I think we will do just fine.
However, there is no one person who can win
Eliminating the little errors will certainly be a key
the game for the team.
to winning,” said Krzewinski.
“In rugby, all 15 people have to show up to a
This is the team’s sixth consecutive visit to the
game. It’s not one person. One person can’t win
Final 4.
a game. Sure you can have good games, but you
need everyone to play to win,” Wolff said.
The team played Montana State University on
EMMA CAVANAUGH
Saturday, Nov. 19, taking home a victory of 42-5. sports reporter
They are determined to take home a national title ecavanaugh14@winona.edu

Men’s basketball, continued from page 16.
In their first game, Winona State led until late
in the first half when Kentucky Wesleyan took
the lead 25-23. The Panthers extended their lead
to eight before halftime and did not look back.
They would go up by as many as 19 points in the
second half while outshooting the Warriors 5235.7 percent.
On Saturday, Bauman and Bambenek led the
Warrior attack again as they each scored 19

points to give the team a 73-69 victory.
The Warriors finished with a season-low of
nine turnovers and held a shooting advantage of
45 percent to 41 percent over the Eagles.
The Warriors begin NSIC play Friday, Dec. 2
against University of Sioux Falls in Winona.
BY ADAM KIRK
sports reporter
akirk13@winona.edu

Sports schedule this week...
Wednesday,
Nov. 30

Gymnastics
Men’s
Basketball

Thursday,
Dec. 1

Friday,
Dec. 2

Sunday,
Dec. 4

Monday,
Dec. 5

Tuesday,
Dec. 6

@ University of
Wisconsin-La
Crosse, 6:30 p.m.
(exhibition meet)
vs. University
of Sioux Falls, 8
p.m.

vs. Southwest
Minnesota State
University, 6
p.m.
@ Greenville,
S.C., TBD

Women’s
Rugby
Women’s
Basketball

Saturday,
Dec. 3

vs. University
of Sioux Falls, 6
p.m.

@ Greenville,
S.C., TBD

vs. Southwest
Minnesota State
University, 4
p.m.

* Home games in bold
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